
The record in this proceeding demonstrates that the current system gIves

rise to serious inefficIencIes. and that the continuation of the status quo would not be a

sound course for poli:y Moreover, even if the Commission chooses to rely on private

negotiations in the fiT',t instance. the Commission still should annunciate a poliC\' for

resolving disputes when the pnvate parries reach an impasse The CommissIOn should

mandate bill and keep for local switching and local loop, while imposing 50-50 cost

sharing for other elements of interconnection This policy is relatively simple, it is fair, and

it will promote the efficient development of telecommunications competition

AirTouch submits further that adoption of these proposals is well within

the Commission's jumdiction Bv enacting the Budget Act of 1993, Congress

fundamentally realigned the jurisdictional scheme applicable to CMRS In particular, the

Budget Act revisions 1 J Sections 332 and 2(b) of the Communications Act, especially the

addition of Section 33 :'( c)(1 )(B). delegated to the Commission exclusive authority over
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both interstate and ImraState LEe -C\1RS interconnection Congress' failure to repeal

Section 332(c)(I)(B) coupled with its express reservation of the Commission's existmg

authority under SectIOn 201, clearly dictates the conclusion that the 1996 Act was not

intended to alter the J.lrisdictional scheme developed three years earlier

Respectfully submitted,

AIRTOUCH COMMUNICATIONS. INc.

'--- , !

~. /1-:1 )C ( t J[r~
David A Gross
Kathleen Q. Abernathv
AirTouch Communications, Inc
1818 N Street, N W. Suite 800
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 293-3800

Michael Mowery
Pamela Rilev
AirTouch C~mmunications, Inc
One California Street
San Francisco. CA 94111
(4 I 5) 658-2000

March 25. 1996
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